Daniel in the Lion’s Den
This is a sample lesson plan. There are, of course, lots of different ways to teach the
littlest ones. This is offered to help those who may be willing to teach them but are unfamiliar young children today.
Go over the lesson plan with the children at the beginning of your session. Using a “rebus” lesson plan, pre-readers can tell what to expect during Sunday School. If they get
out of their seats or do something out of sequence, point them to the lesson plan. This
helps them to “self-regulate” rather than have the teacher always trying to do it.
!. A review of basic lessons is a good idea when the children are fresh. I like to review
the commandments using the little green and orange pamphlet by Georgianna Brown.
To me it seems simpler and less confusing than the cards. I have copied the pictures
onto cards and put the words on the back. Different children like to take turns being
the “teacher” for the commandment review, flipping the cards and leading the hand
gestures.
2. Teach the students to write the letter “D” with a variety of media (to get them to repeat it.) Discuss what words start with the “D” sound like David, Dad, Daniel, donuts,
done, etc. Help them find the book of Daniel in the Bible.
3.Tell them the story of Daniel in the Lion’s Den while they work on their coloring page.
Ask them to explain the significance of their coloring page to the story. Why isn’t there
a picture of an angel with wings? What commandments was Daniel being asked to
break?
4.Have the students retell the story using the cut-outs to help them. The cut-outs can
be mounted on cardboard and used as is or converted for use on a flannel board.
(Management strategy if students are REALLY BOUNCY: Try a “mother-may-I” review
of a basic lesson (commandments, beatitudes, Lord’s Prayer, 23rd Psalm etc.) Take
them outside if possible or to a hallway where you won’t bother anyone else. Everyone
lines up sholder to shoulder. Each in turn has the opportunity to recite one part. If they
suceed, they may take a giant step forward. (Actually we usually end up helping each
other so we are always pretty even.) When we have finished, we turn around and do it
again on the way back!)
5.Stand to sing along with a tape.
6. Sit on the pillows on the floor to share a Bible story book of the students’ choice.
The last two sections are back up and may not always in needed.
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