Beatitudes Unit (8 weeks)
This is a sample lesson plan. There are, of course, lots of different ways to teach the
littlest ones. This is offered to help those who may be willing to teach them but are unfamiliar young children today.
Go over the lesson plan with the children at the beginning of your session. Using a “rebus” lesson plan, pre-readers can tell what to expect during Sunday School. If they get
out of their seats or do something out of sequence, point them to the lesson plan. This
helps them to “self-regulate” rather than have the teacher always trying to do it.
!. A review of basic lessons is a good idea when they are fresh. I like to review the
commandments using the little green and orange pamphlet by Georgianna Brown. To
me it seems simpler and less confusing than the cards. I have copied the pictures onto
cards and put the words on the back. Different children like to take turns being the
³WHDFKHU´IRUWKHFRPPDQGPHQWUHYLHZÀLSSLQJWKHFDUGVDQGOHDGLQJWKHKDQGJHVtures.
2. Teach the students to write the letter “B” in a variety of media. Think of words that
start with “B.” Find the “B” on the cover of the Bible. Find all the “B” words at the beginning of Matthew 5.
3. Compare the words “Thou shalt not” and the words “Blessed are.”
At the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt, they were like very little children who are
not used to making good choices about what to do. When you were very little, your
mother probably said, “Don’t play in the street.” “Don’t touch a hot stove.” Now that
you are older and make better choices she can say, “You’ll be happier if you play in the
yard.” etc.
Practice saying the Beatitudes. You can use the cards and the hand gestures to help
remember them.
If you, as the teacher, feel more comfortable with notes about what you want to say
about each beatitude, try writing them on the back of the card. When you hold up the
card for the pupils to see, you will see your notes and not have to look down (which
may cause you to lose their attention.)
4. Have students listen to you telling a Bible story that illustrates one of the beatitudes
while coloring.

“Blessed are the poor in spirit...” coloring page

“Blessed are they that mourn...” coloring page

“Blessed are the meek...” coloring page

“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness...”
coloring page

“Blessed are the merciful...” coloring page

“Blessed are the pure in heart...” coloring page

“Blessed are the peacemakers...” coloring page

Blessed are they which are persecuted...” coloring page

Beatitudes Unit cont.
Possible stories to use:
Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
The healing of the beggar at the Temple Beautiful from Acts 3.
Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.
The raising of the widow of Nain’s son from Luke 7.
Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.
The shepherd boy, David’s, defeat of the Philistine army from I Samuel 17.
Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall
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Washing Jesus’ feet with tears from Luke 7: 37-50.
Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.
The story of Nabal’s wife, Abigail, graciously bringing food for David’s men from
I Samuel 25
Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.
Paul’s blindness and renewal from Acts 9.
Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.
The story of Isaac’s wells from Genesis 26: 13-31.
Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.
The story of the prisoner, Paul, escaping shipwreck from Acts 27.
Have the children tell what part of the story their coloring page comes from. Discuss
how the story relates to the beatitude. Try to think of more examples.
5. Sing along with a tape while standing.
6. Read together a Bible storybook of the student’s choice while sitting on the pillows.

