Let’s look in the Bible for some
information about angels. One of the
most famous Psalms (91) says,

ANGELS

What are they? Can we see them?
Can we hear them? Do they have
wings? Do they have names? Are
they thoughts from God? What do you
think?
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“Whoever dwells in the shelter of the
Most High will rest in the shadow of the
Almighty....for he will command his angels
concerning you to guard you in all your
ways.”
What do they do? _______________
_____________________________
_____________________________
Angels 1) bring good news
2) protect against bad stuff
3) set free
Can you think of some stories in the
Bible where they do these things?
Let’s look at the first one, bringing
good news.
								 1

Isaac, Samuel, John the Baptist and
Jesus were all babies that were promised
by angels to their parents. The parents
for various reasons couldn’t have children.
The angels announced the good news to
the moms-to-be. Isaac’s mom thought
the angel was joking and laughed! John
and Jesus’ moms were excited.
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The angels also talked with the Dads.
Some of them were pretty surprised!

At Jesus’ birth the angels also shared
the good news with some shepherds.
They were really surprised!
Sometimes in these accounts the
angel is called Gabriel. This name
means “God is my strength.”
3

2) Protecting from bad stuff
“ The Beloved of the Lord shall dwell in
safety by him, and the Lord shall cover
him all the day long, and he shall dwell
between his shoulders.” Deuteronomy 33

Here we get some ideas about wings and the things
they can do. Besides flying (lifting up), the mother
bird can use her wings to cover her chicks, to
protect them and keep them warm. If a baby
eagle is in freefall, the mother can swoop down and
catch it on her back,”between her shoulders.”

Paul the Apostle was also protected
from bad stuff by an angel. He was a
prisoner on a ship when a huge storm
threatened to sink them. The captain
was going to kill all the prisoners so
they couldn’t escape. An angel came to
Paul and told him how they could all
be saved and they were!

Hagar and her son Ishmael experienced
this kind of angel visit. They had to
cross the desert and had run out of
water. Hagar thought they would die
but an angel came and showed her
where there was water.
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3) Set Free
Peter was captured and put into
prison. He was chained and guarded by
soldiers. An angel came and unlocked
the chains and opened the prison doors.
Peter walked right out!

Jesus used angel messages to free
people from all kinds of prisons. One
day as he was walking by and 2 blind
beggars called out to him. He healed
them so that they were freed from not
seeing and not being productive.

“Bless the Lord, ye his angels, that excel
in strength, that do his commandments,
hearkening unto the voice of his word.”
Psalms 103
66
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In all these accounts we read about
what the angels did, what the people
heard and sometimes how they reacted. But in none of these accounts do
they say that a creature with wings
flew down to them. Angels are really more like God’s thoughts coming to
people who have been praying for
comfort, for safety, for direction.
Sometimes the gentle thoughts are
called Gabriel. Sometimes the strong
protecting thoughts are called Michael.
And sometimes they don’t have a name.
We started with a famous Psalm.
Here’s another one.
“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will
dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.”
Psalms 23
Maybe “Goodness” and “Mercy” are
some angel names too!
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